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Eivar yn)és xar evbutevis kai... mpdoivos - pe autd o €VIovo mpdoivo,
ws ¢peokddas. [Tpotpd wm dpooid twv pepatdv tms Avopou, 1o vepd
mou péet. Eivar to oxkAnOpo, o foperocupwmnaios twv KukAddwv.

It prefers the shade of the ravines in Andros, the water that flows. It is tall
and upright and ... green- with that deep greeney colour of freshness. It is
the Northern European of the Cyclades, the alder tree.

Bopeia Eupdonn, nou av kai nahidrepa k&AU-
nTe extevels NANpPUPIOpéves ekTdoels, NAEoV
anavrdral kupiws katd phkos notapwv. Eera-
oe omv Avbpo and m xépoo, érav auth Arav
akopa evpévn e v nneipwtikh EMaSa kar
éueive kupiws xdpn ota nAotoia vepd ts. H
Avbpos eival 1o vordrepo TuApa Twv BaAko-
viwv énou kavels pnopei va 10 cuvavricel va
oxnparilel pikpés ouotades katd pAKos pepa-
v, aMG kai pikpd Sdon, dnws o Bopn.
Takouotd oe Bopeidrepes nepioxés €xel ouv-
5elel pe nhhBos pubwy kal npokaraayewy:
anotéAece 10 ayannpévo Sévipo Twv Apuibwv
kal BewpnBnke eicodos otn xdpa 1wy vepai-
Sav. XpnoiponoinBnke omn Bupoobeyia kai
ot Bapn upaopdiwv napdyovias noikiAia
XPWHATWY, eVD OTO «KOPUi» Tou éxel xTIoTel
kai omnpileral ohdxAnpn n Beveria.

ENAXZ KOZMOX ©AYMALITOX

Qs Sévipo nou npomipd nAnppupicuéves A
nhololies O vePO NEPIOXES KAl Exel NPO-
oappoortel eviunwoiakd o (wh oe TéTolEs
ouvBnkes. Ta onéppard Tou eivar abidBpoxa
Kal éxouv «mreplyla» and eAd yia va pno-
pouv va 1afibéyouv pe 10 vepd. To Eiho Tou
eival 1biaftepa avBextikd omv uypaoia, evid
10 eviunwolakdtepo eival o1l éxel avantide
oupBiwrikés oxéoels e pikpoopyaviopous yia
va pakponpepelel. Bakthpia Snpioupyolv pir-
kpoUs &lous otis piles Tou, deopedouv 10 &lwr
T0 and Tov aépa Kal Tou TO NAPEXOUV, evd
autd pe 1 oeipd Tou napéxel ota Bakmpia
odkxapa nou napdyel pe T pwiocivieon.
Auté eival povo éva pikpd pépos tou Baupo-
o100 undyeiou kdopou Twv Saodv okAibpou,
onou Sévipa, Bakmpia kar pikntes aMnie-
nSpolv kar dnpioupyolv oAdkAnpa Siktua

A NORTHERN EUROPEAN IN THE CYCLADES

‘Eva bévipo oxerikd koivd oty kevipika kal

A free that is quite common in Cenfral and
Northern Europe which, even though in the
olden days it covered large flooded areas,
now it is found mainly along river banks. It
arrived in Andros by land when it was sfill at-
tached to the mainland and it survived mainly
due fo the plentiful water of the island. Andros
is the southernmost part of the Balkans where
one can find it forming small clusters along
streams, but also small forests, like in Vori.
Well known in Northern lands, it has been
linked to several myths and prejudices: it was
the favourite tree of the druids and it was
considered as the enfrance to the land of
the Fairies. It has been used in the tanning of
leather and in dyeing of fabrics producing an
abundance of colours, while on his “body”
the whole city of Venice has been built and
supported.

As a free that prefers areas that are flooded
or saturated with water, it has impressively
adapted to live under these conditions. lts
seeds are waterproof and they have “wings”
made out of cork so they can travel with the
water. lts wood is particularly resistant fo
moisture, while what is impressive is that it
has developed symbiotic relationships with
micro-organisms so it can prosper. Bacteria
create small nodules on its roots, they bind
the nitrogen of the air and supply it to the tree,
while the tree offers sugars, produced during
photosynthesis, to the bacteria.

This is only a small part of the wonderful un-
derground world of the alder forests, where
frees, bacteria and fungi interact and create
whole symbiotic networks, exchanging nu-
frients and information, transmitting signals
and creating shields for the protection of their
neighbours. Without these, each organism
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oupBiwons, aviaMdaoocovias Bpentikd cucta-
TIKG kal nAnpopopies, oTéAvovias ohpata kal
Snpioupydvias aonibes npootacias yia 1ous
yeitovés Tous. Xwpls autd o kadBe opyaviouds
-uovéxos Tou- Se Ba pnopoloe va eunpephoer.
To avBpdnivo pdm pnopei, extés 1wv Sévipwy,
va evionicel Pévo éva pikpd ePhPeEPO UNEP-
yelo TpApa Twv Siktdwy autdv: Ta pavitdpia,
b5nhadh 1a dpyava napaywyns kai Siacnopds

ASiSer va nmepirdavnOeite oe éva §doos okAnbpwv otnv Avdpo,
va ariodavoete tn 6poaid mou IPOoPEPEL, va ava§ninoete

pavitdpia kai va Ppebeite vontd -yi1a Aiyo éotw- xarouv allou.

Twv onopiwv Twv pukhtwv. Tupvénidor, vau-
képies, nd&IMor avantiooovial katw and 1a
Sévipa, pe opiopéva va anoteAolv ekAekTd
¢beopa.

Atiler va nepinhavnBeite oe éva Sdoos orkAn-
Bpwv omv Avbpo, va anoialcere n Spoocid
nou npoo@épel, va avalpthoere pavitdpia
kai va Bpebeite vontd -yia Aiyo éotw- kdnou
aMoU.

To UFE Andros Park npaypatonoiel Spdoeis
yia va BeAndoer v kardotaon 1wv Balac-
conoulidv kal ns Mecoyeiakns pdkias
oty Avbpo, kabds kar Tou ok\Bpou, nou
anoteAolv onpavriké oroixeia Tou vnolol o
Eupwnaikd eninebo. m

wwwlife-androspark.gr

on ifs own wouldn't be able to survive. The
human eye can only, apart from the frees,
locate a ephemeral above ground part of
this network: mushrooms, i.e. the organs that
produce and disperse the spores of the fungi.
Mushrooms of the genus Paxillus, Gymnopus
and Naucoria grow under the frees, with
some of them making a delicious meal.

It is worthwhile to wander in an alder forest

in Andros, fo enjoy the freshness it offers, o
search for mushrooms and to enjoy a different
scenery.

LIFE Andros Park implements actions to im-
prove the sfate seabirds and the Mediterra-
nean monk seal in Andros, as well as that of
the alder, which are important elements of the
island on a European level. m

www life-androspark.gr
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